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g y Welcome tothe AZ GMRS
Date:March 15,2025 11am-12pm o
Location: Barro's Pizza, 51st Ave and Bell Rd COHHECtIOI‘I.
Phoenix, AZ (SW corner)
Details: A monthly get-together of AGRC Recent News
members. Not an official meeting. A great way
to meet people you hear on the air. Bring your Interestin East Valley Get-together
appetite and your interest in radio! There has been a recent interest by some members in the East Valley
about having a monthly get-together. The West Valley get-together at
5 Barro’s Pizza is always a lot of fun. It takes place on the 3rd Saturday of
Qua rterly Combined Mem ber/Boa rd each month. There is a discussion on the AZGMRS website forum about
Meeting this. Would you be interested in having a regular get-together
somewhere in the East Valley? Let us know. Send an email to
Date: Saturday, March 22,2025 1pm -4pm membership@azgmrs.org.

Location: Denny’s Restaurant, 5161 W.

Thunderbird Rd, Glendale, AZ Off-Road Event Planned

o Tl . There are quite a few AZGMRS members that are off-road enthusiasts.
Details: ThIS- IS our (_ieneral MemberSh'p and An off-road excursion is being planned for those who might be
Board Meetlng. It gives everyone the interested. For more information, contact JC at this email:
opportunity to meet your fellow members and communications@azgmrs.org.

keep updated on what'’s going on with your
organization. Don’t forget to bring some cash
for the raffle. We always have a winner!

New Decals Available

AZGMRS decals are now back in stock! A favorite with many of our
members, the decals with the Club logo can be attached to cars, trucks,
ATVs, boats or anything that moves. The decals are free of charge for

Arizona Game and FISh Outdoor EXpO members and available at meetings and events.

Date: Saturday and Sunday, March 29 and 30
9am-3pm
Location:4044 W. Black Canyon Blvd (The Ben

Avery Shooting Range), Phoenix, AZ I
Details: This is a very popular event for all L
outdoor enthusiasts. There are many activities b W,
for both adults and kids. AZGMRS will have an -

informational booth at the event both days. = Y
Right: AZGMRS |~ REFAE_AZGMRSOR
Find out about even more events at g:zi'isnasrfock! ]gmm mmm’ ‘ N al h

www.azgmrs.org/event-calendar/ N R
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A REPEATER SYSTEM FOR THE FUTURE

New System

A new repeater system for our AZGMRS group is now underway. This advanced system has many (( ))
capabilities that will take our group into the future. One of these is the ability to legally link repeaters

and control them remotely. The repeaters use the digital (DMR) mode, which is already in regular use

by Ham radio operators and business operations. Unlike GMRS stations, the system will be licensed

to our organization.

The system will be known as Arizona Two-way Emergency Communications or AZTEC. It will be for
use by our members, as needed, and at our various activities. Our public service arm, the Arizona AZT EC

Emergency Services Group (AESG), will be able to utilize this system for its essential emergency
communications purposes, as well as events and exercises.

Features

The system will have these great features available:
 Digital audio with no static
Two time slots per channel (allows two simultaneous messages, audio or digital)
Transmission of text messages and GPS location information
Automatic radio user ID displays on the radio screen
Little or no likelihood of receiving malicious interference
Communicate using the Zello app.
Secure conversations

Building it Out

The Board approved the first site of the system on White Tank Mountain during the December 2024 meeting. According to President
Gary Hefley, "We have made this new system a top priority as our group moves into the future." He also said, "It's a more advanced
option for members, but will not replace the GMRS repeaters. They're not going anywhere." The plan is for the system to start to be
built out later this year.

Steps Needed

Before starting, the site cost and specifications must be determined. We are currently waiting for this information. Then, the licensing
process must begin. The FCC licensing process is more complicated for these types of stations. It involves a frequency coordinator,
which is an FCC certified professional that helps ensure a business or organization is assigned a frequency that doesn’t cause
interference with other stations. Once the FCC license is obtained, the installation at the site can begin. After this is completed, a
period of testing will take place until the repeater performance is at its best. Then, the first repeater will be ready for use. More
information about the status of AZTEC will be sent out in the future.

First Repeater Obtained

The repeater itself has already been purchased. It is a Motorola XPR 8400 DMR unit, that will be available for display at the General
Membership/Board Meeting on March 22nd.

@ MOTOROLA
XPR 8400

.
g e

Radios and Programming

Members who wish to opt in to this new system will need commercial FCC Part 90 approved equipment with DMR capability, but it
will be well worth it. Fortunately, these radios will have both analog and digital functionality, so they can be used for both GMRS and
the AZTEC system. There are several companies that manufacture this type of equipment, such as Motorola, Anytone, etc. Pre-
programmed code plugs will be made available to members that don’t wish to program their radio equipment (limited to certain
models). Those with any questions about purchasing equipment for the new system should contact AZGMRS at this email:
membership@azgmrs.org.
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COMMUNICATIONS DIGEST

A New Wave of Radios
Contributor this month — Gary E. Hefley

The Perfect Radios?

You've probably seen some of these ads on social media or on
YouTube lately. They're all over the place. Little tiny, compact
radios that have unlimited range. They are said to
communicate nationwide with crystal clear audio. Best of all,
you just pay for the radio and there’s little or no monthly cost!
Sounds pretty good, right?

Providers

These radios, also known as "Smart Radios," are available
through several outlets, including Peak PTT, Rapid Radios,
Weavix, Global PTT, POC Link, Motorola (TLK100) and
Scanshifte. There are many others, which seem to pop upon a
weekly basis.

Behind the Curtain

But, what are they really? Let’s pull the curtain back and get past the advertising and marketing claims. The
advertisements make it appear this is some type of amazing new technology. If fact, these "radios" are PoC or push-to-
talk over cell, much like the Nextel "Direct Connect" push-to-talk units which were very popular in the late 1990s and
early 2000s. The hand-held or mobile units use the cell network to connect. As long as cell towers and the backhaul
network is operating, they perform. They are convenient, with quick a connection available (often with whole teams)
at the press of a button. They often include GPS technology, as well.

The Cell Network Problem

These PoC radios are completely dependent on the cell network. If simply in an area where cell service is not available
or the network fails for any other reason, this equipment no longer works. A cyberattack or power failure can result in
a cellular network breakdown. In the event of a power grid failure, due to a natural disaster or technological failure,
the cell system must operate on backup power. Unfortunately, most cell sites will operate only on backup batteries for
a period of about 2-4 hours. Most of the cell sites are configured in this way and don’t have backup generators.

Other Limitations
There are some other drawbacks of these PoC radios. These include:

e Programmed at the dealer/manufacturer to only have contact with a specified group. No user re-programming
possible.
¢ Unable to communicate with other radios, such as GMRS, FRS, MURS, Ham, etc.

Bottom Line

With the ongoing risk of cyberattacks and power outages, reliance on cell network supported devices for vital
communications is just not a good idea. About the same as hooking up a 120 volt power supply to a 240 volt line,
"because it will make more power."

Reference Links
https://insidetowers.com/cell-tower-news-wireless-carriers-power-predicament/
https://insidetowers.com/former-tower-worker-arrested-for-alleged-theft-of-over-900-cell-tower-batteries/
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Membership Resources Club Net Information
Get Involved & Connected with AZGMRS
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Our strength lies in our members. The more you
participate, the richer our community becomes. As a
member of AZGMRS, you have numerous opportunities
to getinvolved, share your knowledge, and help shape
the future of our club. Our events are the heartbeat of
AZGMRS. By attending and participating in these
activities, you help build a stronger, more connected GMRS 1900 Net

PHY 550

community. Whether you're a seasoned radio operator or AZGMRS' primary net, held every Tuesday, is an informal

just getting started, AZGMRS offers a welcoming gathering of club members to get announcements, share

community and valuable resources to enhance your news and stories and whatever else comes to mind. As it’s

GMRS experi held on Tuesdays, visitors with the Travel Tone are welcome
perience.

and encouraged to check-in and participate. The use of only

. . Part 90 & 95 radios is strictly enforced. The use of out-of-band
Dive Deeper with Our Members-Only Forums or modified amateur radio equipment is prohibited.

For those looking to dive deeper into the world of GMRS,

our members-only forums on the AZGMRS website offer a
treasure trove of information and interaction. You can

access the forums by visiting azgmrs.org/forums and
clicking login on the top right.

Here's what you can do on our forums:

Ask Technical Questions: Our forums are the ideal place

to get detailed answers to your technical queries from Morning & Evening Traffic

e)fperienceq radio operators. The traffic around the valley can be crazy, avoid the
Discuss Radios and Equipment: Talk about the latest problems by listening in on the traffic reports Monday

radios, antennas, and accessories. Get recommendations through Friday from 0630-0900 in the morning, and for
based on firsthand experiences and reviews. your drive home between 1630-1830. Many members also
Share Tech Tips: Have a tip or trick that has made your report conditions where they are as they travel throughout

GMRS experience better? Share it with the community the day.

and learn from others.
Roll Call! /9

Buy and Sell Equipment: Looking to upgrade your gear or
sell old equipment? Our buy and sell section connects you

Who's here? -
Introduce

with local buyers and sellers, ensuring you get the best
Yourself!

deals.

Why Get Involved?

Getting involved with the AZGMRS club means becoming
part of a supportive community that shares your passion

for GMRS. By participating, you'll gain access to: Roll Call WedneSday Net
Expert Advice: Benefit from the collective knowledge of
experienced operators.

Join us each Wednesday at 1900 (7 pm) for the Roll Call Net.
It's a great opportunity to hear who's on the air. When

; ) checking in you can also ask for a signal check and let us
Community Events: Join us for regular events, net check- know if you have a comment or question for the club.

ins, and meetups. o ) . Looking for a radio-related item to sell or purchase? Pass that
Enhanced Communication Skills:Improve your radio on to the net! Throw out your call sign and be counted!

operation skills through hands-on advice and practice.



azgmrs.org/forums
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Community Spotlight

It is with sadness that we must announce the passing of two
of our members.

Robert Mayer, WRCM701, of Waddell AZ, passed away on
February 10th. He was 74.

Formerly of the suburban Chicago area, Bob was very active in
the Chicago Area Radio Monitoring Association (CARMA) and
the Radio Communications Monitoring Association (RCMA)
and for years ran the "Monitor Post" BBS.

A retired police officer for Elgin, lllinois, he also worked for
other suburban agencies over the years as well as Illinois State
Police District 2 (Elgin).

Bob was a member of the Arizona GMRS Repeater Club for
many years and more recently was an Ambassador for
AZGMRS. In that position he mentored new members as well
as established ones. He was also an Amateur radio operator,
with the Ham callsign NOMRJ.

Bob was often seen at AZGMRS activities and meetings. It was
at a meeting several years ago that he brought up an idea
about having events in which members could receive help
with programming their radios. This idea was built upon by
several others and later became what is now known as the
"AZGMRS Connection Fest," our primary annual event.

Last call for Bob, WRCM701, was held on the 1900 Net,
Tuesday, February 18th. He will be missed.

Lawrence "Larry" McCraw, WRJK563, of Phoenix, AZ,
passed away February 7th. He was 80.

Larry was born in Aurora, WI, on April 1, 1944. He served
in the Air Force for nine years, reaching the rank of Staff
Sergeant. He also served in the Air National Guard,
reaching the rank of Master Sergeant. Also in the service
his job was working on aircraft inside narrow wing
compartments, installing components and doing repairs.
Post service, he worked at a fireplace store in Phoenix.

Besides his interest in radio, Larry had a lot of other
hobbies ranging from RC cars to geocaching. More
recently, his favorite pastime was lunch with his friends
and his dogs.

His favorite hang out was the 40th Street Cafe at
Greenway and 40th St. He was loved by everyone there
for years.

Last call for Larry, WRJK563, was held on the Roll Call Net
on Wednesday, February 19th. His absence will be felt by
many.



Leadership Team

Gary Hefley
President

Michael Manning Kelly Cantrell
Vice President Secretary
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Chris Guth John "JC" Chavez
Treasurer Communications
Officer

Club Ambassadors

Our Ambassadors are dedicated members who are
ready to field your questions and provide technical
support to our entire membership. If you need
technical assistance or advice on how to make the
most of GMRS please contact one of our
Ambassadors listed below.

David Janke — WRJF513 Steve Morales — WRCS363
david.janke@azgmrs.org  steve.morales@azgmrs.org

Frank Scaglione - Matt Snow — WSAK802

WRVG584 matt.show@azgmrs.org

frank.scaglione@azgmrs.

org Kenneth Mitchell -
WQJT335

Lew Williams — WRKY709 ken.mitchell@azgmrs.org

lew.williams@azgmrs.org
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General Correspondence
Address:

Arizona GMRS Repeater Club
8050 N 19th Ave

Unit 263

Phoenix, AZ 85021

Club Treasurer:

Arizona GMRS Repeater Club
Chris Guth

PO BOX 545

Wittmann, AZ 85361

Club Hotline Numbers:
AZGMRS - 623 - 294 - 4611
AZESG - 623 - 294 - 2374

Social Media Links:

Daily Traffic & Weather Nets:

Weekdays (Except Holidays)
6:30am-9am - Morning Traffic &

Weather 4:30pm-6:30pm - Evening
Traffic & Weather

Shaina Van Kilsdonk

AZGMRS Member

If you have any ideas for content or articles in our
upcoming newsletters please email her at
editor@azgmrs.org


http://facebook.com/AZGMRS
http://youtube.com/@AZGMRS
http://x.com/az_gmrs
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